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“Welcome,” cartoon by Alex Nevells. 
 

Letter from the Editor 
Dear Blue Harbor School Community, 

   Failté ! Welcome. Especially to all those joining the 

school community. I hope you will find an environment 

where you can learn, be challenged, and grow.  

  Each year, I am impressed by the creativity of the new 

students, the ideas they have, and how they accomplish 

them. I am equally amazed by the staff, by their continued 

commitment to cultivating students’ interests and helping 

them follow their passions.  

  The  Currents  is also welcoming new members: Lyra will 

be taking on  Save the Date , Carolyn will be joining the 

staff as a reporter, and Andrew Dillon is our new copy 

editor.   

  Two Septembers ago, the  Currents’  first Editor-in-Chief, 

Shiloh, wrote in our first issue: “ I see the newsletter as the 

next step in building the community through stronger 

communication between students, parents, faculty, and the 

board. ” That is still our goal; I hope that providing the 

school community with insights into student life at the 

Harbor School will indeed strengthen our relationships 

within the community.  

Sincerely,  

         Ben Retberg 

    Editor-in-Chief 

 

 

 
Photo opposite:  Students pose in front of the new van with 
social studies educator Brittany Courtot.  
See article on page 2.  

             Save the Date! 
By Lyra Cauley 

Common Ground Fair 
Unity, Maine. Friday, September 20th through Sunday, 
September 22nd.  
 

Climate Strike 
World Wide. Friday, 
September 20th. 
Students are encouraged to 
participate in Climate 
Action parades at the 
Common Ground Fair. 
 

Beach Clean-up 
Surry. Saturday, 
September 21st. All-day. 
The Shaw Institute and 
Blue Hill Heritage Trust 
invite you to join them for a Beach Clean-up Day at Carter 
Nature Preserve on the Cross Road in Surry. BHHT will 
provide materials and assign paired volunteers to specific areas 
and duties. Family-friendly. Please bring water bottles and 
wear durable work gloves, sunscreen, and sturdy shoes. 
 

ACT/SAT Prep Workshop 
Ellsworth Public Library. October 3rd, 10th, 7th, and 24th. 
4:30 to 5:00 pm. 
Marti Dayton will be offering a workshop to help test takers 
improve their English and math scores on the ACT, SAT, 
CLAST, and PRAXIS tests. To sign up, contact Keli Gancos at 
kgancos@ellsworthlibrary.net .  

 

Announcements 
 

School Volunteering 
If any parents or community members are interested in 
volunteering as chaperones for school events, they should 
contact Head of School Katie Truesdale, 
katie@bluehillharborschool.org . Volunteers must complete 
background checks.  
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Women in Ancient History Guest Teacher 
By Sunniva Brady, photos by David Grebter 

  On Friday, September 13th, the Women in Ancient 

History Class, along with Social Studies teacher Brittany 

Courtot, went out onto the Blue Hill Heritage Trust 

(BHHT) trail by Mainescape with the BHHT Outreach 

Coordinator Landere Naisbitt. The short field trip was 

based on the traditions of ancient hunter-gatherers and their 

knowledge. Landere led the students, who were equipped 

with clipboards and lists of the plants they expected to see, 

and a basket for gathering herbs, to the beginning of the 

trail, where she pointed out several plants and trees which 

were on the list, including a stand of Yellow Birch, an 

Eastern White Pine sapling, goldenrod, and horsetail. 

These plants all have various healing properties and were 

typically used in ancient times for food and health.  

  As Landere spoke about the aspects of each plant, 

students made their own notes. The group then moved on 

down the trail, stopping to identify jewelweed, raspberry, 

burdock, plantain, coltsfoot, wild geranium, and buttercup. 

  After the walk, the group returned to the school with a 

selection of the identified plants to make a salve. Some 

students 

went out to 

the school’s 

herb garden 

to harvest 

apple mint, 

lavender, 

and 

calendula to 

add to the collection of wild herbs. Students minced the 

herbs and put them in a bowl with olive oil. They heated 

the mixture for about 10 minutes until the oil was 

sufficiently infused with the herbs. They then strained the 

concoction, and melted beeswax into the hot infusion, 

using a ratio of ¼ cup beeswax to 2 cups olive oil. Small 

glass jars were prepared for each student, and the oil was 

divided between them. The jars sat cooling for the rest of 

the day, hardening into a sweet-smelling salve. Yellow 

Birch leaves were also brought back to school and put in a 

jar of water for a cold infused tea. If chewed, the wood of 

the tree gives off a 

strong winter-green 

taste, which transfers to 

the tea. The students 

were thankful to 

Landere for sharing her 

knowledge and love of 

wild plants and nature.  
 

“Now We Have A Van”* 
By David Grebter, photo by Lilli Robbins 

 The Blue Hill Harbor School’s recent acquisition of a 

twelve-seat van has caused much excitement during the 

first week of school. “The new van is awesome!” said 

freshman Gabe after a class trip to Blue Hill Mountain on 

Wednesday. 

  During May Term 2019, the need for a better means of 

transporting students intensified with the numerous 

off-campus activities, so the Head of School, Katie 

Truesdale, spent the summer months looking for something 

that would fit the bill. 

  Finally, on August 29th, the transaction was negotiated, 

the van purchased, and the school’s mobility increased.   

  Already, it has been used for several outings, including 

taking students to Haystack, mediation walks, and hikes 

around the peninsula. “The new van brings out my Ms. 

Frizzle,” said Lee Lehto after a spontaneous trip to Curtis 

Cove with Heather Lyon’s Found Sculpture Class. Lyon 

described the van in one word: “Freedom.”  “It’s fantastic 

because we could fit everyone,” she added.  During a drive 

to John B. Mountain for a hiking excursion on September 

13th, educator Cameron Frothingham remarked: “I totally 

want one of these. This thing’s awesome.” 

  In the coming weeks, this new form of conveyance will be 

used to transport students to various sites and events, 

including the Common Ground Fair. 

  “I really like the new van - so grateful to Katie for being 

the driving force behind the procurement of it,” said 

Andrew Dillon, Dean of Students, in a statement to the 

Currents. 

*Lee Lehto, in a comment on the new opportunities made 

possible by the van 
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Letters  

To the editor: 

   We have a lot of kids here this year! And while that’s a 

very positive thing for our school’s progression, it raises 

other issues. We know that we’re running out of space… so 

now we have to think about how to improve what we 

already have in the short-term until, eventually, we can 

expand our campus.  

  Everyone knows we need more chairs and better tables 

for our studio and kitchen classrooms. Classes like U.S. 

History and Current Issues in Science+Technology are 

super packed, with kids surrounding the circular tables, 

back table, and some students with just a seat and no 

surface. My suggestion is that we get rid of the circular 

tables. It isn't practical for some students to have to turn all 

the way around to look at the board. Students who are only 

sitting on a chair for class can't use their notebooks and 

computers comfortably either. Easy-to-move rectangular 

tables would be much more efficient.  

  I personally don't mind the wooden stools that we use for 

seating in classes, but I'm sure that students and teachers 

alike would appreciate more comfortable general seating. 

These chairs would ideally have a back and a cushioned 

seat. When our place of education is comfortable, we are 

more likely to enjoy our learning experience and continue 

thriving in school as all kids should! 

Sincerely,  

  Sofina  

 
Freshly cleaned fish-tank. 
Thank you to Bella, 
Carolyn, Sunniva, Lilli, 
Brittany, and everyone 
else who pitched in to 
clean the aquarium.  
 
 

To the editor: 

  As a student, I believe that our school is in desperate need 

of upgrading. We are increasing in size every year and 

barely have enough room. Our “classrooms” don’t have the 

room necessary to fit the tables and chairs to accommodate 

the students. We need to have a better more organized 

school. What people don’t realize is that it’s affecting our 

learning. Studies show that students learn better in an 

organized clean learning environment. Our school is 

growing at a rapid speed and our current building can’t 

comfortably hold the students anymore. Our classroom 

space is not adequate. Students are struggling to see the 

board and sit comfortably and learn. More space and new 

furniture would really make a difference in not just our 

learning but also our attitudes towards school, students 

want to come to a clean well-designed area.

Sincerely, Megynn  
 

Dear  Harbor School Currents  Editor,  

  I am writing to you in hopes of spreading awareness 

about our school’s need to expand its facilities. I love the 

Harbor School, it has given me so many wonderful 

opportunities and it continues to do so. However, as the 

school is rapidly growing, the building/campus is no longer 

able to support all of our needs. In a recent U.S. History 

class, one student was forced to listen from the hall due to 

insufficient seating and table space.  

  Even with the utilization of the Music Studio, space for 

classes remains limited. Some students are driving 

themselves to school creating a parking shortage and 

congestion during drop off. A growing number of area 8th 

graders are considering our school, but soon we will not be 

able to accept any more students due to the constraints of 

our space. 

  We need to start thinking about the future of our school. 

Should we renovate the basement to make it usable as a 

classroom space? Should we build a new classroom either 

as an addition or a separate building? Should we relocate 

entirely?  

    Answering these important questions and solving these 

problems will ensure that future generations of BHHS 

students get the same opportunities I had and more. 

  Thank you for your time and consideration, 

           Lillian 
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New Path 
By Bella Salman, photos by Lilli Robbins and D. Grebter 

  Over summer 

vacation, a new 

path was built 

connecting both 

The Bay School 

and the Blue Hill 

Harbor School to 

the recently 

relocated Blue 

Hill Co-op. The 

path reduces the 

risk of student 

injury on the 

road and 

provides a link to 

The Bay School. 

On top of that, it is a means to access the calm quiet of 

nature, even if only for the briefest walk. Colorful 

mushrooms dot the sides of the path, interspersed amongst 

the moss. Tall trees block the road from view along with 

most of its noise. Boulders provide a place to sit for a 

moment and enjoy the peace of the outdoors. All around, 

the path is an asset to our school. A huge thank you to the 

Blue Hill Co-op and all of the workers who pitched in to 

make this possible! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Max Fashion 
By Maxfield Y. Rhine 
  Welcome, new students and parents. As the 2019-2020 

school year moves forward, I’d like to discuss what our 

readers can expect from Max Fashion, which will hereafter 

be called Cultural Factors. This column will not just 

include fashion news, but it will also cover issues related to 

civil rights and equality, and contemporary events, such as 

the burning of the Amazon rainforest and school shootings. 

As we move into a colder and quieter time of the year, I 

want our readers to know that Cultural Factors isn’t only a 

place to read about the next line of shoes by Dolce & 

Gabbana, but also about what affects us culturally and what 

shapes the world today, both at home and abroad.  

Gallery  
 

 

On Friday, September 13th, Cameron Frothingham took a 
group of seven students to John B. Mountain in Brooksville for 
an afternoon hike. At the summit, students ate lunch and 
admired the view. One of the students constructed a small cairn 
overlooking the mountain while others took photographs, 
conversed, or quietly enjoyed the walk. 

 

 


