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Sumi-e Workshop in Deer Isle 
Text and photos by David Grebter 

  On Monday, June 3rd, Blue Hill Harbor School art 

teacher Heather Lyon brought a group of four students to 

Deer Isle to work with artist and teacher Frederica 

Marshall. Marshall is a master in Sumi-e painting, which is 

an ancient Japanese art form created by using a complex 

series of brush strokes on different textures of paper.  

  During the workshop, she taught participants beginning 

brush strokes through painting bamboo. To start, Marshall 

showed the students her gallery and introduced them to the 

numerous types of brushes. The brushes ranged in size 

from one made out of four horse tails to another consisting 

of a single cat whisker on a handle.  

  She then brought the students into 

her studio to begin showing them 

the techniques. Everything had a 

careful, almost meditative process, 

from grinding ink to loading the 

brushes. Marshall demonstrated 

each stroke on her paper before helping students with their 

own. 

  After working for a couple of hours, the group took a 

break for lunch. Marshall spoke about her education in 

Japan and how the places she has lived have shaped her 

work. “Art is an illusion and art is subjective,” she said 

while talking to Lyon about an experience in her freshman 

year of college.  

Save the Date! 
By Nathaniel Curtis 

Last Day of School 
Friday, June 14th. 
 

Prime Time 
Blue Hill Harbor School. Friday, June 14th. 12 pm  
The Blue Hill Harbor School will be hosting a public Prime 
Time at 12 pm. All are welcome.  
 

Graduation  
Blue Hill Harbor School. Saturday, June 15th, 1 pm 
The Blue Hill Harbor School is proud to present our 
graduating class of 2019. 

 

Continued…  
  When lunch concluded, students followed Marshall back 

to the studio to continue on their 

projects. They worked on adding 

branches and leaves to their 

bamboo and tried calligraphy 

once the paintings were finished. 

By the end of the visit, Lyon and 

all four students had at least three 

paintings and a rudimentary 

knowledge of Sumi-e.  

Examples of Marshall’s work can be found on her website, 

www.fredericamarshall.com/ . 
 

  Deer Isle-based 
artist Sarah 
Doremus ran a 
large-scale 
puppetry workshop 
in the first weeks of 
May Term. 
Participants 
designed puppets 
and worked with 
paper-maché, tulle, 
PVC piping, and 
duct tape to create 
their art pieces.  
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Landscape Ecology Field Trip 
By Bella Salman, photos by David Grebter 

  On Thursday, May 16th, the Landscape Ecology class, 

taught by Ruth Hill and Brittany Courtot, took a field trip 

into central Blue Hill to tour Hill’s property. Black flies 

swarmed about the heads of the group as they began to 

explore the grounds. First, the area around the farmhouse 

was investigated. Students were asked to find the position 

of the former barn. Once its location was established, the 

group went 

on to look 

at some 

vines which 

seemed to 

be taking 

over the 

forest 

behind the 

house; and, 

after some 

discussion, 

they found that they were grapes. The tour then wound 

down through a sloping field, looking at the various types 

of grasses, noting the wetness in certain patches, then on 

into the forest.  

  Hill spoke about the different species of trees and plants 

that were present in the particular area, and why they chose 

to grow 

there. She 

also noted 

the lack of 

undergrowth 

in that 

section. 

Courtot 

found a cache 

of old, rusty artifacts, and soon she and a few students were 

avidly searching for more. Some moved off to look for 

certain plants or fungi, and other students investigated the 

rock walls. 

  Too soon, it was time to head back to school, but the 

teachers promised a second visit for the following week.  

Interview: Republic of Georgia   
By Maxfield Y. Rhine, photo courtesy of Heather Lyon 

  Heather Lyon, the Blue Hill Harbor School art teacher, 

returned from a one-and-a-half-month trip to the Republic 

of Georgia and Venice, Italy. While in Georgia, she stayed 

in Tbilisi, where she lived in a grandmaster chess player’s 

house with two other artists, Gabriel Adams (USA) and 

Astrid Busch (Germany). While there, she and her 

collaborators created an exhibition called “Territory and 

Disruption” at the State Silk Museum. Lyon exhibited 

video and installation art. For the majority of the time, she 

worked at the State Silk Museum, but she also visited other 

art centers: 

“[I went to] 

Villa 

Garikula, an 

artist 

residency 

outside of 

Tbilisi and 

shot some 

video there at 

a waterfall. I 

also visited 

the Metekhi 

Cathedral, Tsminda Sameba Cathedral and the Botanical 

Garden. We took a day trip to Kutaisi to visit the Fine Art 

Gallery Museum and Bagrati Cathedral.” After her four 

week stay in Georgia, she traveled to Venice and spent two 

weeks there, participating in “The Picnic Pavilion,” a 

project parallel to the 58th Venice Biennale titled “May 

You Live in Interesting Times.” Lyon said, “The Venice 

Biennale is like the Olympics of Art. Countries from all 

over the world choose their top artist to represent them in 

their own pavilion.” This collective exhibition began in 

1895. Her project was curated by a team of talented artists 

from America and Italy and took place over four days with 

an exhibition and live performances. “I performed 

‘INVOCATION To BACCHUS’ and ‘EAT ME DRINK 

ME’ two pieces made specifically for the Picnic Pavilion.” 
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Raku Firing Trip 
Text and photos by David Grebter 

  English teacher and potter Lee Lehto taught a Raku Clay 

Class throughout May Term. Under her instruction, 

students created pieces 

varying from pinch pots 

to vases and sculptures. 

The particular type of 

firing and clay used in the 

workshop, Raku, is an 

ancient form of pottery 

which originated in Japan.  

  On June 7th, Lehto brought members of the class to potter 

Melody Lewis-Kane’s residence to glaze and fire their 

pieces. To begin, Lewis-Kane showed students the kiln 

they would be working with and explained aspects of the 

process. She also forewarned that the beauty of Raku firing 

is that it is impossible to predict how the clay will look 

when it is finished. “Imperfection creates a space where 

stories can abide,” she said.  

  Lewis-Kane then showed the class to her studio where she 

told them about the different types of glazes. She asked the 

students for 

their names and 

talked briefly 

about what 

elements made 

certain colors. 

She then 

showed an 

example piece before leaving to begin heating the kiln.   

  After she left, students identified their clay work and, with 

help from Lehto, began glazing the pottery. There were five 

different colors to choose between: green, blue bell, white 

crackle, metallic copper, and another copper-based one. 

Students congregated around the tubs of glaze, dipping 

their works in or painting them. 

  The glazed pottery was taken up to the kiln, and, once the 

kiln was hot enough, the first firing began. Heat waves 

shimmered over it as students watched, swatting 

mosquitoes. The combination of the heat from the firing 

and the warmth of the day made for hot work. It took about 

45 minutes for the glaze to melt, so 

students went down to explore the 

Bagaduce River and to cool off while 

the process took place.  

  When the clay was finished, the 

kiln’s top was lifted to reveal the 

glowing pieces. Then, a student 

picked the pieces up with metal tongues and dropped them 

into a metal bin filled with newspaper. As soon as a newly 

fired piece was set inside, another student would cover the 

bin to keep the newsprint from burning too quickly. This 

process blackened the unglazed parts of each piece.  

  While the fired clay cooled, the kiln was reloaded. Once 

they had sufficiently cooled, fired pieces were taken from 

the bin to a tub of water. This had to be done carefully – 

when a piece was 

submerged too quickly, it 

would shatter. As the hot 

clay was lowered into the 

water, it would hiss, 

funneling steam into the 

air. Once the pieces 

cooled, students scrubbed 

the ashes off of them and set them to dry.  

  The firing and cooling process was repeated three times 

during four hours. It was hot 

work, but by the end, several 

trays of finished pieces shone 

in the sun.  

 Many of them will be on 

display for Prime Time on 

Friday, June 14th. 

 



 

 

11 June 2019                                              Harbor School Currents                                                                             -4 - 

Coastal Ecology Field Trip  
Text and photos by Bella Salman and Sunniva Brady 

On May 29th, the Coastal Ecology class, taught by Andrew 
Dillon and Ruth Hill, drove to Acadia National Park to 
experience what they had been studying in the classroom. 

The day was 
moist and foggy, 
so the class 
mostly had the 
park to 
themselves. Their 
first stop was at 
the foot of the 

precipice, in the shadow of Champlain Mountain. Students 
observed a beaver and its lodge and photographed marsh 
plants jeweled in droplets of dew to identify back at the 
school.  
 The group then drove on to the trail at Great Head, where 
they hiked up to the cliff itself, 140 feet above the crashing 
waves. Along the trail, students found plants that were 
unknown to them, which Hill helped to identify when 
asked. About half of the way along the trail to Great Head, 
the class came out into a small cove facing Frenchmen Bay 
where they spent a while exploring the tidal pools as well 
as rock types and 
formations in the 
shatterzone. The water 
was a favorite subject of 
student photography, as 
it made beautiful shapes 
in waves as it swept 
over the rocks. After students had explored and climbed 
over the rocks sufficiently, the group moved on up the trail. 
At the Head, the view was obscured by the heavy mist. 
While the class was on the cliff, the mist lifted enough for 
them to see islands far out, and the whitecapped waves 
below. Hill introduced the students to various species of 
plants and trees as they noticed that some could grow 
seemingly out of the rock, while others had found rifts in 
the stone where soil had collected and rooted there. The 
group then hiked back the way they had come. 
  After lunch, the next stop was Sand Beach.  Students 
studied the sand there, noting that it was mostly tiny pieces 

of shell, not rock. The fog began to clear, giving way to 
sunshine, and everyone took off their shoes. Some waded 
in the water, getting soaked when waves came too high. 
The group then investigated a quiet creek, made brackish 
by salt water entering at high tide. Students found deep 
black mud to wallow in, and a nesting pair of Canada 
geese. While they watched the graceful birds, a seagull 

flew by and settled far out in 
the water with a plastic bag 
which, it was later 
discovered, held part of 
Dillon’s lunch.  The dune 
grass was also studied and 

discussed.  At length, students with muddy feet washed 
them, and the group collected their belongings and packed 
back into cars, heading for Bracy Cove. 
One object of the Bracy Cove stop was to find and study 
rocks which had been scraped by glaciers during the ice 
age. However, no one knew 
precisely where they were, 
although Hill had seen them 
before. As the group searched, 
they studied the seaweed that 
was exposed by the low tide. 
Hill helped to identify several 
different types.  The pebbles 
making up the beach were also of interest to the group, for 
many of them had intricate stripes and lines. Many found 
their way into pockets for collections. After a while of 
searching, the group decided to give up, since time was 
running out. 
  The last stop before heading back to school was a walk 

along the edge of Little Long 
Pond, land that had been 
protected by the Rockefellers. 
The class made their way 
along the gravel road, which 
led to a boathouse which once 

belonged to the Rockefeller family. They also observed a 
dead fish in the water. 
  The class returned to school at 4 pm, tired and wet but 
happy.  
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“Summer,” cartoon by Alex Nevells 

 

 

Letter to the Editor: Graduation 2019 
Dear Editor, fellow parents, students, and guests!  

    I’ve been thinking about how graduations are often 

bittersweet occasions; many delightful, creative, and 

hopeful young people going out into the world 

after working toward that day for sometimes more than 

twelve years of their young lives! And, at the 

same time, how much they are to be missed by those 

remaining at school – it’s a really poignant moment 

in the life of a school. This year I hope to encourage 

everyone to commit to staying for the entire event; 

by doing so we will be actively supporting each and every 

one of the graduates (and their teachers), to 

feel loved, honored, and appreciated.  

  Sincerely,  

         Graziella Cervi 

Gallery 

 

 

June 4th Field Trip to Isle au Haut. Photos by Lilli Robbins 
 

 

The Facilities and Grounds Committee planted two apple 

trees with help from Molly DellaRoman of Five Star 

Nursery on June 5th: a Golden Russet and a Rhode Island 

Greening. Photo by Lee Lehto. 
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Senior Profiles 
 

As Graduation approaches, the  Currents  will be running two senior profiles each edition. 
 

 
Ryan Allen 

  The Blue Hill Harbor School is the best high school I’ve 

been to. The self-created learning that you can do here has 

really spoken to me and helped me to figure out what I 

want to do in my future. I came to this school set on 

working on cars for the rest of my life; this school has 

helped me discover my love for the art of cooking and 

preparing food. Everyone here is very supportive of my 

dreams. They push me every day to be my very best self. 

  I’m going to miss coming to school and seeing all the 

friendly faces and having fun with all the classes they offer 

here, but I'm excited to see where the future takes me in 

life. I really liked the outdoor bushcraft class. I plan to 

come back next year and help out with it when they are 

offering again in the fall. 

 

 

Kieran Anderson 

    I never had a very positive relationship with school and 

it didn’t get any better at my first high school. I originally 

went to GSA but ended up switching to the Harbor School 

after my freshman year. It was better at the Harbor School; 

there were fewer people, smaller class sizes, and the 

teachers all seemed to like their jobs. The work was always 

manageable and the projects let you pursue your own 

interests. After I graduate, I’m planning on taking a gap 

year and working at Barncastle and after that, I’m thinking 

of going to The University of Maine Farmington to do 

something with psychology and philosophy.  
 

 

 

End of Year Photo Gallery - Seniors 
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Greenhouse Grant 
By Sunniva Brady stock photo courtesy of Kate Unkel 

 This spring, the Blue Hill Harbor School applied for and 

received a generous grant which has secured a 

long-wished-for greenhouse. The greenhouse will be 

assembled in the fall, and filled with plants that will 

provide salad greens and other vegetables for student 

lunches. The school 

also plans to grow 

seedlings in the 

spring of 2020 to 

donate to the Tree 

of Life, where they 

will be dispersed 

among the Blue Hill 

community. 

   Educational 

programs will take place within and in regards to the 

garden , and many of the students are excited to be growing 

fresh food while at school. They will be given the 

opportunity to learn about producing vegetables as well as 

how to sustain a small-scale garden.  

 
 

Max Fashion 
By Maxfield Y. Rhine 

  The Abbe Museum, a popular icon of Indigenous art and 

history on Mount Desert Island, recently held its second 

annual Fashion Show on May 19th. This was an exciting 

event to be a part of as a young student interested in 

fashion and event planning. The event, held in the Criterion 

Theatre at 35 Cottage Street, taught me a lot about working 

with a team and, more importantly, working with 

designers. This show accompanied an Indian Market that 

was planned by the Abbe Museum and last year had 5,000 

visitors, according to the Boston Globe. I worked with 

multiple designers who were well seasoned with these 

types of shows. For some of them, this was their second or 

third. I appreciate Lee Lehto for sharing this wonderful 

event and possibility with me! I hope to be a bigger part of 

this incredible event next year.  
 

 

 

Holt House Archives 
Text and photos by David Grebter 

  During May Term, social studies teacher Brittany Courtot 

took a group of students to the Holt House Archives to 

work on various projects relating to local history.  

  This spring, 

students worked 

on a number of 

different topics. 

Some students 

cleaned the 

grounds, 

preparing the 

Holt House for the summer season. Others worked with 

historical artifacts and documents. One freshman scanned 

glass slide negatives created by Blue Hill photographer 

Sherman Hinckley, then digitized them and inverted their 

colors. A box of letters to and from members of the Chase 

family were the focus for another student, and others 

continued documentation and research for the Building 

History Project, which began in May Term last year. The 

letters are from the 1850s to 1890s and include 

correspondence to and from three generations of the Chase 

family: Blue Hill author Mary Ellen Chase, her father, and 

grandfather. The information about Building History 

includes receipts and ledgers from local stores such as 

Rowantrees Pottery and Merrill & Hinckley’s. 

  These visits to the Holt House continued until the end of 

May Term, although some of the projects will continue. 
 

 

 


