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May Term Letter 
By Katie Truesdale 

  May Term is here!  It’s six weeks of focused attention on 

special projects, internships, guest speakers, student-led 

workshops, visiting artists, and field trips. Our learning is 

limitless and we welcome opportunities for continued 

growth and leadership as we wrap up the school year.   
 

Here are a few recent examples: 
 

● BHHS-sponsored trip to Ireland 

● Michael Rosney, photographer and owner of El El 

Frijoles, photography short-course 

● Sarah Doremus, art teacher, STEM puppetry class 

● Wilderness Skills class by teacher Cameron 

Frothingham 

● Ayurvedic class by practitioner, Natasha Sidhu 

● “Power/Intuition” class by teacher Joanne 

Steenberg 

● History talks & featured documentaries, ecology 

walks, science/math clinics, language classes, etc. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about May Term or 

becoming a May Term sponsor and/or mentor, please 

contact Katie at  katie@bluehillharborschool.org . 

 

 

 

The Police Know Everything  performance.  Photo by 

Andrew Dillon (see article on page 2) 

Save the Date! 
By Nathaniel Curtis 

 

Teacher Appreciation Month 
May 1st to 31st 
 

Annual Bagaduce Alewife Celebration 
Pierces Pond, Penobscot. May 18th, 11 am to 3 pm  
Celebrate world fish migration day with our own anadromous 
species, the Alewife. 

 

Announcements 

Peninsula Free Health Clinic 
The Health Clinic is now open an additional day for medically 
uninsured citizens. They are open from 3-6 pm one Monday a 
month and on the third Wednesday of every month. Drop-ins 
welcome or set up an appointment by calling (207) 266-5009. 

 

 

Teacher Appreciation Month 
By Nathaniel Curtis 

 Every school has a foundation of teachers and staff on 

which it stands. Our school is no exception. The Blue Hill 

Harbor School holds dear a fantastic group of dedicated 

teachers and staff. Their knowledge and experience, 

together with energy and excitement about learning, make 

every day an adventure. Six individuals form the core of 

our teaching staff: Katie Truesdale, Andrew Dillon, 

Brittany Courtot, Lee Lehto, Heather Lyon, and Angel 

Nelligan-Smith. This core staff is complemented by 

additional team members who have joined the school in its 

growth: naturalist and ecologist Ruth Hill, Spanish teacher 

Joshua McCarey, math tutors Paul Gilden and Joanne 

Steenberg, music teacher Bill Schubeck, Gaelic teacher 

Hugh Curran, outdoor specialist Cameron Frothingham, 

and artists Sarah Doremus and Trelawney O’Brien. On 

behalf of the Newsletter committee, thank you for sharing 

your knowledge, talents, and support. 
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Letter to the Editor 
Dear Editor, 

   I want to let you know how much I enjoy the  Harbor 

School Currents  newsletter.  I love the newsy articles about 

trips and school functions, and I am well informed about 

upcoming events.  Through the newsletter, I feel connected 

to the school and school happenings as well as getting a 

taste of student’s writing and artistic work.   

Thank you for all you do! 

Sincerely,  

WendiLou Salman 

 

We welcome your submissions!   
If you have something you would like to let the school 
community know about, write to us, and we will do our 
best to publish it in our next edition.  You can email 
submissions to  newsletter@bluehillharborschool.org .  

 

“Plants,” cartoon by Alex Nevells. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Police Know Everything:  Review 
By Maxfield Y. Rhine, photos by A. Dillon and D. Grebter  

  The Blue Hill Harbor School just performed its first 

successful one-act play,  The Police Know Everything . 

Directed by Lilli and under the guidance of Lee Lehto and 

Rebecca Poole, this play is proof that we are a vibrant and 

growing 

community of 

performers and 

visual artists. Lehto 

introduced us to 

the play and its 

author, Sanford 

Phippen. The play, 

performed at the 

spacious Emlen 

Hall, had an amazing set, complete with a vintage mint 

green table and chairs. This play, set in the late 1970s, was 

finely decorated by the whole cast, but a lot of the set was 

painted by Lyra, one of our 

newest students. To say the 

outfits were representative of 

the time and well put together 

would be an understatement.  

  The magic of this play was 

that it was adapted by both the 

director and the cast. From 

lines to choreography, to their 

looks, it took a village. The 

play followed Andrew Griffin and Lillie Partridge in their 

visit back to rural Maine while their home town was in the 

midst of a criminal crisis. There had been many break-ins 

that the town’s volunteer police force was dealing with. 

The play has four acts but BHHS decided to do only the 

first act. The cast, made up of all grades, encompassed both 

new actors as well as some with more experience on stage. 

After the performance, blueberry muffins and coffee were 

provided free to the audience. I applaud the cast, the 

director, and all the helpers who improved the show. This 

truly is amazing because our students put on our first play. 

Congratulations! 
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Jasmine Thomas   
    I came to the Blue Hill Harbor School halfway through 

my senior year. During my junior year, I spent 10 months 

studying in France. When I returned, the school I attended 

before no longer provided me with what I needed. My 

motivation and excitement for learning, rekindled by a year 

of traveling and learning a new language and culture, soon 

was no longer sufficient to push myself through classes that 

had little personal relevance. I needed a place where I was 

able to study what I was interested in and where I felt that 

the work I was doing was relevant both to me and to 

society. Though it can be difficult to switch schools 

halfway through one’s senior year, I couldn’t be happier to 

be finishing this year at the Harbor School.  

    On my first day at the Harbor School, I was welcomed 

with support and encouragement from the entire staff, and 

have been every day since. The Harbor School has 

introduced me to a new way of learning. I have been privy 

to internships, college courses, and one-on-one courses. It 

has allowed me to rapidly increase my understanding of 

Spanish, Theater, Calculus, Gaelic, Irish Literature, and 

Psychology. I have also been able to take two online 

college courses and will have the opportunity of traveling 

to Ireland. I have also been able to spend time working and 

preparing the opening of the Compass Rose Bookstore 

Cafe as my first full-time managing job this May. But, 

most importantly, my experience at the Harbor School has 

helped me redefine what learning and work really is and 

should be. It should be engaging, exciting and intriguing. It 

should be a time of constant “aha moments” and of 

never-ending wonder about what more we, as humans, can 

do. 

    In conclusion to this final semester of an evolving 

perspective, I will continue to always be happy with what 

we have but never settle for it as there are always more 

possibilities than meet the eye’s first glance. I will start by 

managing and baking in my own cafe this summer. Last 

year, I visited a small city on a school trip with my French 

school and fell in love with the International Business 

School of Jonkoping in Sweden. I fell in love with their 

politics and their love of humanity. I hope to be accepted 

for the study of a degree in Sustainable Enterprise 

Development. Otherwise, my journey over the next years 

will include two definites: traveling and learning. No 

matter what I do, I know that my time at the Harbor School 

has re-enabled me to appreciate and love learning. I know 

that if you cannot see the long term benefits of powering 

through assignments or struggling through things that you 

don’t value, then you must stop, because our time and 

happiness are more valuable than anything else in this 

world. With the proper tools and encouragement, everyone 

has the potential to learn and love more than they could 

have ever imagined. 

 

Brianna McNeil 
  When I first walked into the Blue Hill Harbor School, I 

honestly didn’t know how to react. I had no clue that I was 

where I needed to be. I had friends that were actually nice 

to me there and they took the time to know me. When I 

asked for help, I got it. When I didn’t understand 

something, it was explained to me. We took so many field 

trips that were so fun. I can’t even begin to say how much 

fun I had.  I realized I was in the place I needed to be. 

  One of my strengths that I’ve seen grow a lot since 

attending the Blue Hill Harbor School is my writing skill. 

I also noticed that I ask for help a lot more when I don’t 

understand a certain topic. After high school, I know I want 

to get a part-time job. I want to have a child in a few years, 

after getting my first apartment or house. I am still not sure 

exactly what I will do.   
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Ireland Trip Gallery 
Text and photos by Trip Participants 

 In the early morning hours of Wednesday, May 1st, we 

flew into the Shannon airport after a quite sleepless night. 

The day passed 

in a drowsy blur 

of activity. At 

11, we went to 

Narrative 4, an 

international 

organization 

focusing on 

breaking down barriers and fostering empathy across 

cultures, to participate in a story exchange with people 

living in the Limerick area. This provided a chance to 

exchange perspectives and experiences. That evening, our 

group saw  The Country Girls , an Edna O’Brien play, 

performed by the Abbey Theatre's traveling troupe.   

  The next day was just as full. Our first planned stop was 

Thoor Ballylee, the 

tower in Co. Galway 

where poet W. B. Yeats 

lived. Outside the tower 

were beautiful paths 

along a river with 

blooming trees and 

flowers and the ruins of 

various stone houses. 

We could see some of 

the inspiration for Yeats' 

work spread out before us. 

The Cliffs of 

Moher were 

another 

breathtaking stop 

that day. They are 

a natural wonder of 

Ireland and a 

well-deserved popular tourist destination. 

  Day three put us in Galway City, visiting a music shop 

and later splitting into two groups, one going to a High 

Kings concert in a nearby town, the other exploring the city 

and going to a one-woman-show about what it’s like to 

have dual citizenship in Britain and Ireland. The 

performance was part of the Galway Theatre Festival. 

  On May 4th, we left Galway for Sligo, where we found a 

local pub and watched a traditional music session.  On the 

5th, we visited Yeats' grave site near Sligo and later went 

horseback riding along the beach.  

The 6th was 

another travel 

day. We tried to 

catch the early 

train from Sligo 

to Dublin but 

discovered that 

it was running 

later in the morning due to the bank holiday. However, this 

allowed us to make the acquaintance of two other people 

who were waiting, and we passed the time drinking tea and 

playing music till the trains resumed. After the train, we 
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took a bus to Co. Wicklow and arrived at Ballinroan Farm 

late in the afternoon.   

  The farm was a favorite stop for many of us. It was a 

chance to get out of the cities and to enjoy some of the 

natural beauty of Ireland. That night, Penny, co-owner of 

the farm, arranged for us to meet with Phil Callery (see 

image below), a fiddler and member of the vocal group, the 

Voice Squad.  

  The second day on the farm was spent helping to clear 

gorse shrubs away 

from planted 

saplings and 

enjoying carpets of 

bluebells. We 

prepared a 

mid-day feast with 

food from the farm 

and celebrated Ben’s birthday.  The day ended with a 

traditional music session in a pub in the nearby village of 

Grangecon. 

  After one more morning at Ballinroan Farm, we went 

north to Dublin, 

where we spent 

the last three 

days of our trip. 

On the 8th, some 

of the group 

went to 

Evensong at 

Saint Patrick’s Cathedral and explored the city. The 

morning of the 9th was spent at the Seamus Heaney 

Exhibit “Listen Now Again” and in a tour organized by the 

Joyce Centre based on James Joyce’s book  Ulysses . (Image 

above, Joyce Centre tour.) 

  The next day was spent shopping, sightseeing, and 

celebrating Lee’s birthday.  (Image left: students at the 

Winding Stair 

bookstore) The 

final event of the 

trip was a dance 

performance at the 

Abbey Theatre, 

which was a 

collaboration between contemporary Belgian 

choreographer and dancer Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, and Colin 

Dunne, an Irish step dancer. The 11th was the last day of 

the trip. After 

squashing 

everything 

back into 

suitcases and 

bags, we went 

to the airport 

for the 

prolonged security checks and customs.  It took about 6 

hours to cross the Atlantic and we arrived in Boston at half 

past one, then took buses back to Bangor. (Image above: 

Waiting for the bus in Boston) 

  Members of the trip are now compiling their photos and 

will be presenting a slideshow at the Halcyon Grange for 

the community as a thank-you for the support that made 

the trip possible.  The date is pending, but the event will 

take place before the end of the school year.  
 

Students Jasmine, Carolyn, Bella, Sunniva, and Ben were 

in Ireland from May 1st to 11th with Lee Lehto, Graziella 

Cervi, and Peter Brady. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


